Sunday 19th October 2025 
Chaired by Ruby 
Minuted by Freya   

Ruby called everyone to come and sit down. 
JCR reps present introduced themselves and their role (Ruby, Grace, Freya, Ben, Luke, Vyn, Anne-Laure, Aimee, Keira-Jade and Eliza). 
Ruby talked about what a motion is and the process involved. 
Freya talked about how to do a motion. 
Ruby introduced the motion this week. 
Elouise explained more information about this motion. 

Motion to give Blackstar Productions a one-off payment of £150 to go towards the original play Teen Spirit at the Burton Taylor Studio in MT25.
Proposer: Elouise
Seconder: Zohaa
The JCR notes that:
1. [bookmark: _Int_H1zO1qG1]In 4th week of Michaelmas 2025, Blackstar Productions will be producing an original play (Teen Spirit) at the Burton Taylor Studio.
2. The cost of venue hire is £225 for 5 nights.
3. The projected total production costs are around £700.
4. Many grants and loans for student theatre are highly competitive and therefore it is often difficult for students to afford to put on their plays, especially for first-time production companies, which often leads to students having to make up for losses out of their own money.
5. The play will run from the 4th to the 8th of November (5 nights).
6. The play focuses on issues of grief and highlights queer experiences.
The JCR believes that:
1. The Oxford student body thrives off of engagement with the arts.
2. Michaelmas is an important term for student theatre as it is when freshers are most likely to feel inspired to get involved, thus providing them with a way to socialize and express themselves.
3. Student plays are important due to them being an outlet for creativity, which can be difficult to achieve at this university, and thus should be supported in any way possible.
The JCR resolves to:
1. Support Blackstar Productions’ Teen Spirit by using £150 of the motions budget to help to cover the costs of set, props, lighting, sound, venue hire, insurance, and marketing.

Ruby explained that the motion is now able to be questioned. 
Ruby started by asking how it will benefit Worcester. Elouise said anyone could watch but she is the only college member, so she has asked for less. It is at the closest theatre. 
Freya asked if Worcester college students would get reduced ticket prices. Elouise wasn’t sure but said it was unlikely due to the theatre setting ticket prices. There are concession ticket prices open to all students. 
A fresher asked how much tickets will cost. Elouise said it will be about £6. 
Grace said that it wasn’t a huge amount of our budget but it was a fifth of their running costs. As Elouise is the only college member, Grace wanted to know why so much was being asked for form this college. Elouise said that we are the first college to do motions so no other colleges have been approached. 
Luke asked if other grants had been applied for and Elouise said they are too competitive. 
Vyn asked again why so much was asked for from this college. JCRs with more members in the play in will ask for more. 
A fresher asked if we could negotiate how much money to give. This has happened before but is unlikely. Elouise pointed out that this is a standard amount of money for a play to be given by a JCR. 
A fresher asked what would happen if the play was successful and a profit was made. Elouise replied that plays do not really make profits and profit goes to the production company for future plays. 
Another fresher asked how many people were in the production. Elouise said 4 cast members and 6 crew members but not all can apply for JCR funds due to being too involved in the committee. 
Another fresher asked what the play is about. Elouise read out the summary. 
Ruby then explained how the vote will be held using a closed eyes simple majority. The motion passed. 
Ruby asked if there were any questions. 
A fresher asked if they could do a motion to fund a house party. Ruby explained that this is not in line with the JCR aims. 
A question was asked about how many motions there are in a sitting. Freya explained that there are generally under 5. 
A question was asked about how money is dealt with and if people have to request it. Freya pointed out it depends if someone is directly buying something or if it is going further in college. 
There was another question about if you can ask college to change things. Vyn talked about their statement which was shared after the supreme court ruling about gender. 
A question about an example of a motion. Ruby advised to check if college could fix the basketball hoop first and then to do a motion. 
A question about what happens if the motions budget is not used. Grace needs to check but she thinks it rolls over. 
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