Motions Minutes 3rd of March 2024 (8th Week)

Chaired by: Abigail Edu 
Minuted by: Marged Williams 

1. Motion to Help Support the Earth Science Compulsory Fieldwork Project – £200 
2. Motion to Support the Running of Exhibition 003 – £120 

Total Requested: £320

Motions Budget: £297 

Abi (President) welcomes everyone to the meeting.

Abi reads the first motion from the Earth Scientists. 

Motion to Help Support the Earth Science Compulsory Fieldwork Project

Proposer: Minahil Ahmad
Seconder: Jack Crowther

The JCR notes that:
· As a compulsory part of their degree, Earth Scientists must undertake an independent fieldwork project for 6 weeks during the summer after 2nd year
· This project forms 10% of their final degree grading for MEarthSci, or 16.68% of their final degree grading for BA Geology
· Many groups go abroad to complete their projects as the geology abroad is often more suitable for the types of projects groups want to undertake, and rental and living costs in the UK mean projects based in mainland Europe are nearly always cheaper than those based in the UK (e.g. a project in Norway ~£1100pp whilst in The Isle of Skye ~£1800pp)
· Students must plan and book the entirety of the field course themselves (flights, accommodation, local travel, meals)
· A £500 departmental contribution is not enough to cover the costs of this project
· Worcester has a fieldwork fund intended to help cover remaining costs, however £350 is not enough to cover the rest of the costs 
· Worcester does not let students apply to additional funds – e.g. the travel grant – to help cover remaining costs
· Worcester’s contribution is significantly less than all the other Earth Science colleges which offer upwards of £500 and have multiple funds students can apply to to support their projects 
· This project is unique to Earth Science as for other subjects which have a similar fieldwork component: fieldwork contributes significantly less towards final gradings; is for a much shorter length of time; is largely organised by respective departments; and costs can be covered through departmental and college contributions
a) Biology: fieldwork contributes ~2% of the final grading, is organised largely by the biology department, and costs can be covered through departmental and college contributions
b) Geography: fieldwork contributes ~2% of the final grading, is organised largely by the geography department, and costs are all covered by the department (bar food costs)
· Worcester Earth Scientists must pay a significant proportion of costs for the compulsory project out of their own pockets unlike students from other colleges

The JCR believes that:
· All students should be able to afford compulsory fieldwork that contributes so heavily towards their final degree grading
· It is unfair for disadvantaged students to have extra stress associated with the costs of the fieldwork and it is not right to force students to work extra hours in order to fund it
· It is unfair for Worcester students to be disadvantaged compared to their peers from other colleges
· By not providing adequate funding, economic disparities are amplified and reflected in final course gradings which opposes the JCR’s aims of inclusivity 

The JCR resolves to:
· Donate £200 (£50 per student) to help support the compulsory, independent fieldwork projects of the current Worcester 2nd year Earth Scientists

Abi: Mina, do you have anything to add? 

Mina (Proposer): It’s pretty comprehensive in the motion and it’s a compulsory part of our course. Also, it’s not an either or tonight because Luke has confirmed that £23 can be added into the motions budget for both motions. Please vote yes!

Abi: Anything else to add or any questions?

Jack: No, nothing to add.

Abi: Right, let’s go to the vote. 

Vote Results:
Yes – 100%
Against – 0%
Abstain – 0% 

Motion has PASSED.

Abi reads the final motion for Exhibition 003. 

Motion to Support the Running of Exhibition 003

Proposer: Holly Whitnell
Seconder: Lilly Hong

The JCR notes that:
· Exhibition 003 is one of the highlighted College events of the year, bringing the Oxford community together, while having a solely Worcester-ran committee.
· This Exhibition is large-scale, held over the course of five-days across several areas of college with up to 200 attendees. Despite the committee having already reached out to tens of Oxford societies and other corporations, donations and sponsors have been very sparse, and JCR support is needed more than ever before.

The JCR believes that:
· The added funding will benefit members of College, who are all able to visit the Exhibition, with the possibility of reduced ticket prices for the Opening Night (deservedly so for artists who submit their work!).
· The success of the Exhibition would reflect positively on the College, seeing how Exhibition 002/001 were reported on in several student and local newspapers.
· We have a commitment to the Arts and the local community to be promoting these projects that encourage artistic expression and togetherness.

The JCR resolves to:
· Use £120 more of the motions budget to contribute towards the running of Exhibition 003, likely in the areas of installation, catering, or entertainment (hiring live bands).

Abi: Holly, do you have anything to add? 

Holly (Proposer): Ditto that in the motion! The event isn’t looking great – we have no sponsors and we’ve become dependent on JCR motions or funding to help. We really need support so please vote yes. 

Abi: Anything else to add or any questions?

Lilly: No, nothing to add. 

Abi: Right then we’ll go to the vote.

Vote Results:
Yes – 96.66%
Against – 0%
Abstain – 3.33% 

Motion has PASSED. 

Abi thanks everyone for coming. End of meeting. 

