JCR motions meeting minutes 6th week HT21					 21/02/2021
Connie – welcome all. We will vote on the extra motion later. The chat is recorded but the call is not.
Sustainability strategy motion – proposed by Mary Woodward, seconded by Weronika
Connie read out the motion. 
Mary – the proposed sustainability plan echoes what is presented in the Oxford sustainability plan: it is completely scientifically backed and based on Paris agreements. Worcester currently is not one of the most sustainable colleges, but I believe it can be given the passion and manpower of the JCR and the staff.
Weronika – some other colleges have already adopted a similar strategy to the one proposed and are making progress. 
The motion was voted on and passes.
For - 18. Against - 0. Abstain - 3. 
Disarm Oxford motion – proposed by Irene Barriga and seconded by William Sutton
Connie read out the motion. 
Irene – there was a lot of support on the JCR Facebook page for the disarm oxford campaign. 
Connie – I have some questions about the resolve to section. What would the proposer actually want to happen if the motion passes?
Irene – disarm doesn’t have college reps, but I wasn’t sure about whether there was an existing rep that I could ask to do something in the resolve to section.
Ellen – I suggest asking the oxford finance bursar for the papers in relation to the endowment fund. 
Connie – I also wanted to know more specifics on how the JCR could get students to support disarm oxford.
Irene – supporting the existing campaign would be good, disarm oxford is a small campaign and so benefits from the help. Dissuading students from arms events is more difficult – at the moment the careers service only refuses to advertise for tobacco companies.
Vihan (via chat) - We could ask Disarm Oxford to submit those Right to Information requests to Worcester directly?
Freddie (via chat) - If Worcester is willing to cooperate anyway, it would be better to have them onside and supportive than submitting FOI requests.
Irene – would you like to amend the motion?
Connie – that won’t be necessary.
Freddie (via chat) - If it’s just specifics on implementation that doesn’t require an amendment.
Will – the disarm oxford campaign could fall into ethics and environments rep role, and there could be warnings to create more awareness of which companies are involved in arms to allow students a more salient perspective. I am disgusted by this and encourage everyone to vote for. 
The motion was voted on and passes.
For - 18. Against - 0. Abstain - 5.
Procedural motion on whether to accept emergency motion
Connie – we need to vote on whether we should discuss the motion to support the Genocide Amendment in the House of Commons.
The procedural motion was voted on and passes.
For - 16. Against - 0. Abstain - 5.
Motion to support the Genocide Amendment in the House of Commons, proposed by Mehrin Abedin and seconded by Emma Bridgestock
Connie read out the motion. 
Mehrin – this second vote will be the last chance for the UK government to vote on the genocide amendment. It is essential for this human rights plight to be realised. In the prior vote it only lost by 8 MPs. The definition of genocide is wiping out an entire ethnic group – this is what the Chinese communist party is doing to the Uyghurs. The idea of Never Again was introduced after WW2, but this displays how the government don’t actually believe in it/follow through. The college is a large organisation and so it needs to show support.
The motion was voted on and passes.
For - 18. Against - 0. Abstain - 3.
JCR Committee incentives motion, proposed by Freddie Rawlins, seconded by Olive Holding
Connie read out the motion.
Connie – I know it’s weird that I’m chairing this meeting however because it will probably take more than a term to implement it will probably not affect me. Feel free to ask any questions.
Vihan (via chat) - I’d like to amend this motion please. Could we please change the non-exec benefit to 1 formal with guest? And if college thinks it’s unreasonable, so be it, but doesn’t hurt to ask.
Connie – we can take this to a vote. The draft proposal was approved by college on the condition that it passes through the JCR and MCR.
Freddie – College is quite likely to say no as hall is already cheaper for Worcester students. It might also make the whole process take longer. 
Eleanor – is the idea that the benefit will be given through bod card credit, and so the college will not know whether one paid for oneself or a guest.
Alex – the choral scholars had a similar situation and the response from college was that it would not be allowed to have guests.
Vihan – in that case can we increase it to two formals, no guests?
Freddie – we did discuss this with college, and they thought it was fair, any more back and forth would be difficult and make it take longer.
Vihan - I just think committee members are worth more than 1 formal a term. Of course, you can accept one formal if they disagree.
Connie – I agree that they deserve more however we looked at what other colleges do, and we found that richer colleges do more, but we don’t have the budget. 
Vihan – the college has an unrestricted fund of £36 million a year, and they only tend to use £11 million, so I don’t understand why they couldn’t afford it. 
A vote was taken to amend the motion from non-exec members having 1 formal a term to 2 formals a term – it passes. 
Irene - If everyone 'cashed them in' how many formals would it be for all committee members? 
Connie – it would be 48 formals per term and 16 first hall meals for president, for vice and sec it would be 16 meals. 
Freddie – what is the cost of first hall?
Connie – somewhere between £3.30-4.30. Formals were £5 last time there was one. 
Freddie (via chat) - £720 a year non exec.
The motion was voted on and passes. 
For - 15. Against - 0. Abstain - 5.
Connie – I will take that back to college with the amendment and try to feedback on all four of the motions that passed today in the next meeting. Tomorrow there is a government announcement, if you have a question you need answered please send them through the JCR feedback form and I can ask them at the Covid-19 meetings on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday. Thanks for coming. 


