JCR Motions
Motion to support the Genocide Amendment in the House of Commons

Proposed by:  Mehrin Abedin

Seconded by: Emma Bridgestock

This JCR notes that:

The Uyghur Muslims of Xinjiang province are being brutally repressed and placed into ‘re-education’ facilities[1]. This has been likened by the Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom to the Jewish experience of persecution[2].

The Global Legal Action Network has published a formal legal opinion that there is a ‘credible case’ to rule that the treatment of the Uyghur Muslims amounts to genocide[3].

As China is not party to the Rome Statute, the International Criminal Court does not have jurisdiction to give a ruling in this case[4].

The United Kingdom has an international duty under the Genocide Convention 1948 to prevent genocide and punish its perpetrators[5].

As such, for the United Kingdom to uphold its international duties, the ruling on whether Genocide is being committed must come from a judicial committee.

Following from the Neill Amendment, the new Lord Alton Amendment, otherwise known as the Genocide Amendment, does this [6]. A previous iteration of this was voted for by a 171 majority in the House of Lords[7]. The same iteration was only narrowly defeated in its first reading in the House of Commons[8].

Now, the Foreign Affairs Select Committee would have the power to refer to a judicial committee of Five Lord Judges, who would offer a determination on whether a genocide occurred[9].

This JCR believes that:

Members of Parliament should vote in favour of the Genocide Amendment when it next reaches the House of Commons after the 23rd February.

A UK Judicial Committee is the next best-placed to offer this determination.

This JCR resolves:

To publicly support the Genocide Amendment.

Post on social media channels (particularly Instagram and Facebook) encouraging its members to use the genocideresponse.org letter to write to their constituency Members of Parliament ahead of the Genocide Amendment vote.
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