
Motion Title: Ruskin School of Art Degree Show 2021
Proposer:  Erika Cann
Seconder: Alice Wade

This JCR notes:
· The Ruskin’s Degree Show is an annual exhibition that represents the culmination of all graduating Fine Artist’s work. The Degree Show acts as a launchpad for some of the brightest careers in the arts, helping young artists to gain recognition and support at the crucial early stages of their profession. It is also a public facing event that engages with both local and online audiences, as well as being the most significant event in the calendar to increase access to the Fine Art course at Oxford University.
· The impact of the pandemic and remote learning is felt particularly hard by Fine Art finalists, who can no longer have a Degree Show in the usual format before the point of graduating in 2021. The graduating cohort are in the process of resolving an alternative Degree Show programme, and are considering a combination of a short and longer publication, online exhibition, and / or using fundraised monies to organise an exhibition, when it is safe to do so.
· The Degree Show is an annual event that on average comes in at an expense of £11,500. Students are expected to fundraise the majority of this. So far, we are attempting to fundraise through drawing sales, marketing events, and JCR donations. Under the limitations of the pandemic, our fundraising outlets are restricted.
· Each year this JCR has generously committed a minimum of £150 per Fine Art finalist studying at Worcester
This JCR believes:
· That Worcester College has a close and intimate relationship with The Ruskin as a neighbouring department and has 2 JCR members who would have exhibited at The Degree Show this year.
· It is important to invest and support our local artistic community, especially those who are a part of our JCR.
· It is important that the JCR helps to prevent its Fine Art member’s future prospects being severely limited by the impact of the pandemic on the Degree Show, and that this can be done by financially supporting the cause.
This JCR resolves:
· To contribute £300 for the Fine Art JCR members exhibiting at The Degree Show 2021
· That if the Degree Show in its revised format falls under the estimated costs, that all excess monies contributed by the JCR will be returned.
