Motions HTW4

Motion to Allow Suspended Students to Stand for Suspended Students’ Rep
Proposer: Isabelle Agerbak
Seconder: Olivia Tamsin
This JCR notes:
that those who are currently not engaged in a course of study due to suspension of studies are unable to stand for election to a JCR committee position, including the role of suspended students.
that in the past, there been difficulty arising from too few people applying for the role of Suspended Students’ Rep.
that it is beneficial to the JCR community when the position of Suspended Student’s Representative is filled by someone who has suspended.
that there are very few obligations prior to the formal hand-over of the role which would require the incoming Suspended Students’ rep to be in Worcester College.

This JCR believes:
that students who are currently suspended should have the opportunity to play an active role in the JCR upon the resumption of their course of study.
that by precluding currently suspended students from standing for election to the role of Suspended Students’ Rep, the constitution does not best serve the interests of the Worcester community.

This JCR resolves to:
Amend the constitution to allow suspended students who have not resumed their studies by the time of election (but will have by the time of hand over) to stand for the position of Suspended Students’ rep.

Current relevant section of the Worcester JCR Constitution:
(Under section 2. Membership)
a) Full Membership
The following are automatically entitled to full membership and its rights, as are listed 
below:
i. All Junior Members of the College engaged in a course of study at the University.
…
c) The Rights of Membership

v. Stand for election for a Committee post.
Those entitled to Full Membership, as described in Section b ii) and b iii) above shall not be entitled to
stand for election.
Proposed addition, under section 2. C) v.:
The role of Suspended Students’ Rep shall also be open to those who do not hold full membership, but who fulfill all of the following conditions:
a) Have in the past held full membership for a full term.
b) Have suspended.
c) Will resume their studies prior to the handover date for the position of Suspended Students’ rep (assumed to be the start of the term directly following hustings).

Motion Passed

Motion to Amend Voting in JCR Motions Meetings
Proposer: Isabelle Agerbak
Seconder: Olivia Tamsin
This JCR notes:
that voting at JCR meetings is currently conducted openly, in such a way that everyone in the room knows how everyone else is voting.
that voting against a motion when the proposer is in the room can make people feel uncomfortable and thus deter people from voting against motions they otherwise would oppose.
that currently, voting is conducted in secret only when this is requested, not by default.

This JCR believes:
that the constitutional arrangements for voting at JCR meetings ought to be conducive to members voting in line with their consciences.
that members will feel freer to vote in line with their consciences when voting is conducted in secret.

This JCR resolves to:
Amend the constitution to make voting secret, whereby those present close their eyes while votes are cast.

Current relevant section of Worcester College JCR Constitution:
Section C) 2. d) 7. (Voting):
1. No proxy votes shall be accepted.
1. Where the term ‘simple majority’ is used, it shall be taken to mean more votes in favour than against a motion.
1. The Chair shall not vote except where the votes are equally distributed, in which case he shall have the casting vote.
1. Voting shall take place when no more members wish to make speeches for or against the motion, or where a move to vote has been successfully adopted.
1. The Chair shall call for votes in favour. 
1. The Chair shall then call for votes against.
1. The Chair shall then call for abstentions. 
1. The Chair and two other JCR officers shall count the votes.
1. If the counts do not tally, there shall be a recount. When two successive recounts tally there shall be no further recount.

Proposed addition to relevant section of Worcester College JCR Constitution:

Section C) 2. d) 7. (Voting):
1. No proxy votes shall be accepted.
1. Where the term ‘simple majority’ is used, it shall be taken to mean more votes in favour than against a motion.
1. The Chair shall not vote except where the votes are equally distributed, in which case he shall have the casting vote.
1. Voting shall take place when no more members wish to make speeches for or against the motion, or where a move to vote has been successfully adopted.
1. Voting shall be conducted with all those present (except those counting the vote) having shut their eyes, unless a procedural motion is passed by majority of those present for voting to be conducted openly.
1. The Chair shall call for votes in favour. 
1. The Chair shall then call for votes against.
1. The Chair shall then call for abstentions. 
1. The Chair and two other JCR officers shall count the votes.
1. If the counts do not tally, there shall be a recount. When two successive recounts tally there shall be no further recount.



Motion passed

Supercuppers Coach Motion
Proposed by: Sandy Doran
Seconded by: Oskar Williams 

This JCR notes that:
1) The college hockey team won the college league in Michaelmas term.
2) As a result we need to travel to Southgate Hockey club in order to play the winner of Cambridge’s college hockey league in an event known as Super Cuppers, on the 4th of March.
4) We therefore need to travel to the event by coach.
This JCR understands that:
1) Coach travel to and from the event plus parking will come to a total cost of £500.
2) The rest of the money will be paid for by the players playing on the day and the spectators travelling with us. There will also be a contribution from the OUHC since we will also be taking the women’s blues, although none of the money from the JCR budget would go towards their travel. 
3) No funds have been allocated by the Worcester College sport’s budget.
This JCR resolves to:
1) Contribute up to £200 towards the coach hire as well as some refreshments for the day.

Motion Passed

Funding for a battery recharger for the JCR
Proposer: Ruchika Ganesh
Seconder: Delphine Chalmers

This JCR notes:
1. That alongside a quite successful gaming tournament last week, the Nintendo Wii has seen regular and enthusiastic use by members of the Worcester community
1. Although rechargeable batteries were procured for the Wii remotes, unfortunately the Wii dock’s cables (to recharge them) are missing and are nowhere to be found, presumably lost to the sands of time and darkness as nobody seems to remember their existence 
1. Wii remotes eat battery life very quickly, and already several batteries need recharging
This JCR believes:
1. That there’s no point in having rechargeable batteries without a charger
1. Rechargeable batteries are far better for the environment than their non-rechargeable counterparts and are also cheaper in the long-run
This JCR resolves:
1. To provide a relatively miniscule sum of £10 to purchase a battery recharger from Amazon, which charges up to 8 batteries at a time
1. To provide charging instructions to go with the charger to ensure that we don’t accidentally break it
Motion Passed

Lemons Motion

Proposer: Nuala Burnett	
Seconder: Jonny Ball

Lemons is an Oxford-based satirical magazine looking to publish its first print run.

This JCR believes:

Arts and Culture are a vital part of life at Worcester College, and that they contribute to the richness of the JCR as a whole. 

Participation in art and student journalism will make Worcester more attractive to prospective applicants, and will add to the tapestry of different interests we already harbour.

This JCR notes:

That Lemons is a student publication which is open to submissions from all students, and currently has members of Worcester college on its editorial team. 

Lemons is one of the only satirical publications in Oxford.

Many previous motions asking for much larger amounts of funding for arts and culture related endeavours have been passed, and that Lemons is only asking for a relatively small amount.

This JCR resolves:

To provide £50 to contribute to a print run of Lemons magazine on FSC certified, sustainable paper. 

This is a one-off payment as Lemons will hopefully make money from selling zines and be able to become self-sufficient – we just need this to get off the ground. 

In thanks, Lemons will recognise the contribution of Worcester College JCR in writing and will provide 10 copies of the zine for JCR members entertainment. 

Motion Passed

Proposer: Sophie Taylor
Seconders: Nuala Burnett, Jacob Locke-Gotel

This JCR believes:
The edible garden is open to all Worcester College JCR members which provides an opportunity to get away from work doing something in the outdoors, as well as being rewarding when the fruits, vegetables and herbs have grown.

This JCR notes:
Past efforts have been put into the edible garden which have been very successful, and more and more members of the JCR have been getting involved.

This JCR resolves to:
Provide £100 for the purchase of strawberry bed and plant delivery, plastic panelling to fix the greenhouse roof, netting to keep birds off the fruit shrubs in the summer, a cherry tree and various other seeds and fruit shrubs.
Motion Passed

Proposer: Samuel Blanès Targett
Seconder: Nina Warren

This JCR notes…

1. Events in the JCR such as movie nights have long been a crucial part of college social life

1. The effectiveness of the heaters in the JCR is questionable, especially in winter

1. While the JCR has a plentiful supply of pillows, there is a sad lack of other comfortable items such as blankets

This JCR believes…

1. Movie nights and similar occasions are a great way for socialise and meet new people in college

1. The popularity of such events is hampered by the arguable lack of comfort in the JCR, with many preferring to remain in their own warm beds

1. The purchase of blankets would encourage people to come to the JCR more often and host events there that might not otherwise occur

This JCR resolves…

1. To provide £52 for the purchase of 4 warm, comfortable blankets which will make the JCR a better place for all
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