Minutes of the JCR meeting held on 23.02.2014

President’s Business

· I’ve been to Exeter’s JCR meeting tonight, to talk about the Ruskin development. Exeter are disappointed because they’re only getting 6 extra rooms from the development – other accommodation is being sold off. We will try to go as a joint JCR group to Exeter College. Exeter JCR said that they were sympathetic to our concerns about disruption.
1. Constitutional Amendment: Money Motions

 

This JCR notes that:

The Worcester College JCR budget is one of the smallest in Oxford.

The JCR motions budget of £1500 per year should be spent in the interests of as many members of the JCR as possible.

This JCR also notes that it is in the interest of the JCR to spend all the money allocated to the motions budget in a given year, so that as little as possible must be returned to college.

The use of online voting in JCR elections has given everyone the opportunity to vote in elections regardless of whether or not they are in college during normal polling hours.

 

This JCR resolves to:

1) Amend the Constitution to set a limit on the amount which a single ordinary money motion can mandate the JCR to spend. This limit should be set at one third of the total motions budget for the given academic year.

2) Amend the Constitution to require an online referendum of the entire JCR should a money motion mandating expenditure of greater than one third of the total motions budget for that academic year be passed in a JCR meeting by simple majority. This referendum would require greater than 50% of those voting to be in favour of the motion in its original form for it to pass.

3) Ignore the provisions of this motion in the meetings in Sunday of 6th Week and Sunday of 8th Week of Trinity Term, if applicable, in order to allow the remainder of the motions budget to be spent before the end of the year.

 

Proposed: Ali Somerville

Seconded: Oli Davies

Discussion

Proposition: The point is to make sure that really large sums of money can’t be spent by mobilising a small part of the college. This would not make much difference to the way that money motions are run normally. For such a large amount of money, it is unfair for a small number of people to be able to push it through.

Discussion: Fewer than 30 people would be able to pass a motion for a referendum.

Move to vote: In favour: 33 Abstentions: 3.
Motion passes, to be discussed again in 8th week.
2. Pool Table Motion

 

This JCR notes that: 

 

1) The pool table in the bar is currently rented, we do not own it

2) The profits of the table go to the company who own it

3) The JCR receives a 'donation' from the company, which is much less than the total amount put into the table by JCR members, conference guests etc

4) A coin operated table can be bought for £400

5) Colin approximates that the pool table takes at least this in one year, therefore the JCR would make its money back in the first year and all future years would be pure profit

 

This JCR resolves to:

 

1) Spend up to £400 to buy a pool table

 

Prop: Rajiv Gogna

Second: Robbie Heywood

Discussion

Proposition: The income from the existing deal (including quiz machine and jukebox) is around £10 per week, a new company may give more like 50%, but it would be good to have our own pool table.

Discussion: Prices for a JCR owned pool table will have to be looked into. There may be a gap in quiz machine provision of a few days if we change supplier.

Move to vote: In favour: 31 Against: 0 Abstentions: 0
Motion Passes
3. JCR Varsity Boxing Match Motion

This JCR notes that:
1. The Varsity boxing match will be on the 8th of March (Saturday of 7th week) in the Town Hall.
2. The number of tickets has decreased this year, due to tighter Health & Safety regulations.
The ticket prices start at £20 and go up to £60.
3. Varsity happens in Oxford every two years and is probably the best Varsity Match for spectators.
4. The home Varsity Match is OUABC’s main source of funding for the following two seasons; as it is almost impossible to find sponsorship for combat sports, the success of the event is crucial to the Club’s survival.
5. JCR member James Kerr is likely to be competing in the event and it would be nice to have some support from members of the JCR. As proved in the recent “Town vs Gown” event, James is willing to be punched quite hard in the face in front of several hundred people in the name of fostering the excellent sporting reputations of Worcester College and Oxford University.
6. £20 is a lot of money for students to spend on a ticket to a sporting event, and the tickets go up to £60 for ringside seats.
 

This JCR resolves to:
1. Pay £5 towards each ticket for the 2014 Varsity Boxing Match bought by Worcester undergraduates.  This would be applicable (on a first come, first served basis) to up to 20 tickets – a maximum of £100.
2. Advertise this offer to all JCR members via email and Facebook and to make it available until Tuesday of 7th Week.
3.  Mandate James Kerr to organise the smooth running of this subsidy.
 
Proposed by: James Kerr
Seconded by: Sam Ravenscroft

Discussion

Proposition: It would be nice for people to have some money off as it is quite expensive. Tom is also likely to be fighting, so 2 people from Worcester.

Robbie: Is not sure if this will encourage people to go for a relatively small discount. Jim replied that he thought it was better to offer a smaller discount to a smaller number of people. The money will not be spent if people do not buy tickets.
It is quite symbolic to support an event like this.

£70 was spent for OxFID.
Robbie: Lots of people are involved in events, and this does set a precedent.
Other sports are supported by the JCR, but not boxing, so this is a bit different to a play.

Move to vote: In favour: 18

Against: 4

Abstentions: 8

Motion Passes

4. Palm Tree Motion

 

This JCR:

affirms its commitment to equal opportunity and cultural diversity not only at Worcester but throughout the University and indeed the world at large 

notes that this attitude is also reflected in the EU’s commitment to developing a coherent corpus of integrationist jurisprudence involving the removal of internal restrictions to the movement of goods and persons and facilitation of a dynamic, competitive marketplace 

notes the preceding clause was at best quasi-relevant to the issue at hand 

further notes its love and appreciation of all Trinidadian student(s) at Worcester 

is aware that Trinidadian student(s) constitute a relatively small minority of students at college 

as such, this JCR is committed to doing its best to ensure that it creates a friendly and welcoming atmosphere so that these student(s) feel comfortable in College 

notes that Worcester students on the whole love "dem tropical vibes" 

notes the pressing and somewhat dire need for better JCR decorations 

This JCR resolves:

to fund, up to a maximum cost of £35: 

 

(a)the purchase of an inflatable palm tree decoration for the JCR

 

AND/OR ADDITIONALLY

 

(b) the purchase of associated tropical-themed decorations such as, but not limited to, an inflatable beach ball, an inflatable decorative pineapple, parrot and/or monkey, an inflatable pirate treasure chest for the copious amount of booty which the College metaphorically procures annually

 

AND/OR ADDITIONALLY

 

(c) a college limbo stick (as limbo is the croquet of the Caribbean)

 

2. to mandate the Access to confer with interested students in organising these purchases 

 

3. that the inflatable palm tree shall, on purchase, be christened the official Worcester College JCR palm tree and be named "Bob Mar-tree," because he will make Worcester students feel like every little thing is gonna be alright, and not worry 'bout a thing.

 

Proposed by:Ysabel Bisnath

Seconded by: Meera Butler

 

Discussion

Proposition: This is not only for Trinidadian Students. The JCR needs brightening up. Most people who propose motions want to benefit themselves, this is completely selfless.

It was noted that we could get a real parrot or monkey according to the wording for the motion.
Difference between a limbo stick and a stick? A limbo stick comes with ‘Limbo apparatus’.
Inflatable items will inevitably get burst by high heels or similar.

It would probably not cost £35, more like £10.
College will not match spending on this as they offered to on furniture.

Move to vote: 

For: 8 Against: 16 Abstentions: 8

Motion Falls

