Minutes of the JCR meeting held on 17.11.2013

Questions and answers with Tim Lightfoot, Domestic Bursar

Questions asked about:

Progress on phones in rooms, +are we currently paying. Currently in facilities charge, but facilities charge does not cover the full costs. Decisions on phones to be made in the future – charges will follow. Amenities and utilities charges.. Difference between JCR and MCR in amenities charge. Vacation residence – free of charge for academic reasons, 3rd and 4th years over the interview period, but in Mitchell. Having to move during that time. Wifi in college.
President’s Business

· None
1.Constitutional Amendment – Gender bias (second meeting)

This JCR Notes 

1.
Lots of people don’t self identify as male or female. 

2.
That gender equality is a thing and all efforts should be taken to ensure one group is not prioritised above another. 

3.
Our JCR constitution regularly refers to ‘he’, ‘his’ and ‘him’, for example: “The JCR president shall chair JCR meetings. He shall…”

4.
Section J, 3 states “Throughout the Constitution, where the pronoun ‘he’ is used, it is an abbreviation used for ‘he or she’. Similar interpretation should be used for ‘his’, ‘him’ et al.” This is just lazy and unintentionally excludes a large portion of the population.

This JCR resolves

1.
To mandate the JCR president and JCR committee to remove all instances of gender bias from the constitution.

Proposer: Alfie Hinchliffe

Seconder: Isaac Seymour

Discussion

None.

Move to vote: Favour 29, abstain 2.
Motion Passes.

2. Constitutional amendment- Online voting (Second meeting)

This JCR notes

1. Many colleges in Oxford conduct votes for JCR positions online.

2. Worcester college MCR conducts votes for MCR positions online. 

3. Supervising voting in the buttery all day, then counting votes, and then working out the mathematical outcomes is a complete pain and could be done much quicker and more effectively by a computer. 

4. Printing off ballot papers kills the environment. 

5. An online voting programme called ‘Mi-Vote’ is available for free from OUSU. Other colleges use this and have encountered no problems. 

This JCR resolves

1.
To amend the constitution to allow JCR elections and referendums to take place online. 

2.
To alter the role of returning officer for online elections so that it is jointly shared by the JCR secretary and computing rep.

Proposer: Amy Welch

Seconder: Nayana Prakash

Discussion

Amy: More people would vote, no reasons not to.
Alfie: Last week there was discussion about the nature of RON – it’s unclear if he is a candidate or not – this is a separate issue. The myvote system works with either interpretation. If we don’t pass this tonight we’ll have to go through 2 consecutive meetings again.

Move to vote.

In favour: 31. None against or abstentions.

3. Pizza Motion


This JCR notes that:

1.
Express Pizza on Gloucester Green makes fantastic pizza.

2.
Express Pizza makes pizza of a similar standard to Domino’s.

3.
Express Pizza is substantially cheaper than Domino’s.

4.
The JCR pays for pizza at JCR meetings.

5.
The JCR would save money by using Express Pizza rather than Domino’s to provide pizza for meetings.

6.
The JCR would not compromise the standard of pizza at meetings by using Express Pizza.

7.
The Welfare reps used Express Pizza to provide pizza for the 5th Week Blues Buster event last Sunday.

8.
The quantity of pizza at the event was of the same order of that at JCR meetings.

9.
The Welfare reps saved money by using Express Pizza instead of Domino’s.

10.
This event is evidence that Express Pizza is a superior option to Domino’s in terms of providing pizza.

This JCR resolves to:

1.
Mandate the JCR Vice-President to use Express Pizza instead of Domino’s to provide pizza for JCR meetings.

Proposed by: Nick Williams

Seconded by: Michael McGearty

Discussion

Nick: It’s as good and cheaper. 
Speech of opposition: I object to point 6. I am a personally a connoisseur of express pizza, do not consider on a par with dominos. On a par with branos not dominos.  (Shocked gasps) Don’t feel that quantity of pizza is problematic currently.

Nick: Some prefer express pizza. I don’t. Wasn’t proposing changing quantities, just saving money.

People have got to know that the JCR isn’t running out of money.

Julia: Money for pizza is petty cash, not from college. £4000 in there atm, but not a lot going in. Would be in favour of saving money.

Is the JCR vice pres mandated to buy from dominos? No.

Cheese and wine during JCR meetings promised in vice president hust. Wouldn’t get much cheese and wine for the money.

Robbie – I would rather there was more pizza. More pizza would make it easier to pass constitutional motions, because more people would come to meetings if it replaced a meal rather than just being an additional snack.

Julia: 5th week blues buster spent £65 on 11 large pizza at express pizza. Have you pick it up. Order on the morning and was still 20 min late. We had 8 tonight for £63.

Any large express pizza is same price.

Decided to have a trial next meeting – equal amount of money on both.

4. Swag Motion
THIS JCR NOTES THAT:

1. To be respected in the 'hood, one must possess a certain threshold level of a quantity known only as 'SWAG'. 

2. After extensive research, it has been found that JCR president Alfred Hinchliffe's swag levels are significantly below this level. 

3. This damages his street cred, and by extension, the street cred of every member of Worcester JCR. Ain't nobody got time for that. 

THIS JCR RESOLVES TO:

 Increase Alfred's swag levels by establishing the following: 

1. Alfred must wear at least one item of bling to each JCR meeting 

2. Whenever Alfred reads motions at JCR meetings, he must be accompanied at all times by some fresh beats cooked up in Patrick and Jamie's beat laboratory. In Patrick and Jamie's abscence, substitute beatz may be used. 

3. Whenever Alfred requests "let me hear you all say hell yeah", the JCR must reply with a unanimous "Hell Yeah". This does not apply to voting on JCR motions. 

Proposed by MC Ozone (Jamie Ough) Seconded by P Giddy (Patrick Gildesleve)

Discussion

Propostion: Slides with pictures of Alfie as research. Plot of swag level vs time. Couple of peaks near fresher’s week, declines with work and people getting to know him. Don’t know if 0 is the minimum swag level of if it will go negative in future.. Bar chart comparison to other colleges. We’re even below magdelen. 

Do we have any projections of what happens if he does wear bling? Is one piece enough? Can we have a sample of ‘fresh beats’ please? Alfie: my understanding is that this is more like spoken poetry than a rap.

Alfie agrees to re-read motion over ‘fresh beatz’.

What happens if Julia reads motions? And future presidents? This motion just binds Alfie. 

What counts as bling? Any jewlery, watches… anything suitably gold. Possibly a necklace with the first letter of his first name.
Alfie: If I didn’t happen to have this already, would I have to pay for it? Jamie: Primark do quite blingy stuff. 

Move to vote: In favour 12. Against: 11. Abstentions: 7

Motion Passes.

Monorail Motion – This motion was not discussed as there was no one to propose. 
This JCR notes that:

• Members of the Worcester JCR often have to walk or cycle in order to get around. This comes at an extreme cost in both time and energy, something that students of this illustrious university have very little of.

• There are monumental plans to construct an Oxford Monorail to connect the colleges and departments. This monorail will be quick, have cup holders, and be free for students. It will have no negative side effects (environmental, emotional, spiritual or financial), guaranteed.

 This JCR resolves to:

• Encourage all JCR members to support the construction of the monorail.

• Mandate the JCR president (or a newly elected large infrastructure projects officer) to campaign to have at least one stop on the monorail directly for Worcester.

Proposed by: Anna Dominey 

Seconded by: Reuben Cohn-Gordon

